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Regional Aging Advisory Committee

Appalachian Council of Governments - Area Agency on Aging

PREAMBLE

The Advisory Committee for Aging Program Planning of the South Carolina Appalachian Council
of Governments (SCACOG) does hereby set forth the following Bylaws to govern its operation.

The term “Council” is used to designate the Appalachian Council of Governments. The term
“Committee” is used to designate the Regional Aging Advisory Committee. The Committee shall
function in an advisory capacity and not in a policy-making capacity.

PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The duties of the Committee are to:
1. Advise the SCACOG Area Agency on Aging on matters relating to the development of the
regional area plan.

2. Promote and encourage local communities to recognize the needs and promote the
establishment of programs for older adults or person with disabilities.

3. Support and advocate on behalf of programs and services for older adults and persons
with disabilities.

4. Establish service and program priorities based upon the needs of the local communities
and the region.

5. Provide assistance in conducting public hearings to solicit local community input
regarding the needs of older persons and persons with disabilities.

MEMBERSHIP
The Committee will be composed of at least the following:

1. Three individuals from each county with a population of 100,000 or more.

2. Two individuals from each county with a population of less than 100,000.
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The overall size of the Committee shall be limited to sixteen (16) unless designated
otherwise by the Council. Council Board members choosing to serve on the Committee
will not affect the composition/representation on the Advisory Committee.

More than 50% older persons.

Representatives who fall into at least one or more of the following categories: minority,
caregiver, representative of the business community, representative of older persons,
health care provider, program consumer, or a member of the general public with a
demonstrated interest in the well-being of seniors, persons with disabilities and/or
community transportation needs. Citizen members shall be defined as individuals who are
not employed by an agency and/or an organization which either receives funds prioritized
by the Council or which works closely with the Council.

Recommendations to add or fill Committee vacancies shall come from current
membership, ensuring each county is represented. When a vacancy occurs on the
Committee, the Chairperson shall notify the COG Board delegation of the county with the
vacancy.

MEETINGS

The committee shall meet at least six times annually or at such other time and date as
called by the Chairman.

The majority of the members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum for the purpose
of conducting business.

Only members of the Advisory Committee may vote on any matter before the Committee.
Members must abstain from voting on issues that present a conflict of interest.

In the event of the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman at a meeting of the
Committee, the Advisory Committee members may select a temporary Chairman for that
particular meeting and proceed as scheduled.

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

The officers of the Committee shall consist of a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman. The
Chairman shall be a Council member appointed by the Council chairman in March, with
the concurrence of the full Council. The vice-chairman shall be chosen from and by the
members of the committee.

The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Committee. The Chairman shall be
responsible for attending the meetings of the Council and presenting the
recommendations of the committee to the Council, as needed.
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3. The Vice-Chairman shall assume the duties of the chairman in the absence of the
Chairman.

MEETING ATTENDANCE

If a member is absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without contacting SCACOG staff prior
to the meeting, the Chairman shall notify such member in writing of his absence, and if the
member fails to attend the next regular meeting, the individual shall be notified that he has been
removed from the Committee.

COMMITTEES

Ad Hoc Sub-committees and/or Project Groups shall be established as needed by the Committee.
The Chairman shall appoint members of these Sub-Committees/Groups. Person from outside the
committee may be added to provide the required technical expertise required for the area under
review.

RECORDS

SCACOG staff will make and keep a record of all Committee meetings. Records shall be
maintained within the SCACOG.
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